Evermore Farm Future IEA Team Places First At Zones 

Four Local Riders to Compete at National Finals in Massachusetts

Brooklet, GA--- At the Interscholastic Equestrian Association Zone Finals recently held at the Olympic Horse Park in Conyers, GA the Evermore Farm IEA Future and Varsity Equestrian Teams both placed in the top four out of 36 teams. The Future Team placed first overall and secured a spot at IEA National Hunt Seat Finals to be held in West Springfield, MA on April 18th – 20th. The Varsity team place fourth overall. 
The Future team consists of students in middle school and members include Caroline Farr, Jessica Beardon and Taylor Fordham of Southeast Bulloch Middle School; Lydia Woods, Trinity Christian; Taylor Henderson, Bulloch Academy; Lauren Thompson, Effingham Middle; and Olivia Rigdon, Emanuel County Middle. Only four team members can compete at the National Finals; Fordham, Henderson, Rigdon, and Thompson will be representing the Evermore Farm Future Team. Additionally Rigdon, Fordham and Henderson qualified for individual championship classes at Nationals. 
The Varsity Team consists of students in high school. The team that qualified for zones and finished fourth included Audrey LoBue, and Ellie Bryant, both of the Charter School; Sarah Brown and Kaylee Shepard both of Bulloch Academy; and Theresa Woods of Trinity Christian. Amelia Akins of Bulloch Academy and Summer Townsend also both represented Evermore Farm at this important event. 

This is the inaugural year for the Evermore Farm team and coaches Eleanor Ellis and Elise Wolpert are trilled with their rider’s performance. 
“We are looking forward to the opportunity to compete at a national level and feel our riders are up to the challenge,” said Ellis. Wolpert added, “Our riders have gained valuable equestrian skills and knowledge from the IEA competitions and we are excited to experience National Finals.” 
The IEA is a national equestrian organization whose mission is to introduce students enrolled in both public and private school to equestrian sports. Students who are 11 through 19 years of age are eligible to ride and show horses at both the local and national level. Another goal of the IEA competitions is to prepare middle and high school students for an opportunity to show at the collegiate level in Intercollegiate Horse Show Association (IHSA) sponsored competitions.  Evermore Farm is also home to the Georgia Southern University IHSA equestrian team. The National Finals in Massachusetts will not only include a competitive aspect but also give students an opportunity to participate in a college fair that introduces riders to universities and college with successful equestrian programs. 
For more information about Evermore Farm please visit www.evermorefarm.net. For more information about the IEA please visit www.rideiea.com.

